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My Opinion
Firefox lacksIE's flaws

For mostof us, picking aWeb browseris assimple
asclicking thelittle blue"e." Securityrisks with
Microsoft'sInternetExplorer(IE), however,should
give you plenty ofreasorto think aboutwhich
vehicleto usewhenaccessingiteson the
informationsuperhighway.

Lastmonth,Penn State'shformationTechnology
Servicesissued aecommendatioto studentsfaculty
and staff that theyusea standardsasedorowser
otherthanlIE.

As you probablyknow by now,that particular
browserhaslong beenplaguedby vulnerabilitieshat
cando significantdamageo WindowsmachinesThe
workstationsusedto producethis newspapetypically
havebetweenrfive and80 piece®f spywareor
adwareinstalledon them, manwf which were
installedvia IE. Micro-soft'sown Web site lists more
than40 "critical" updatedor the browser.

DespitelE's flaws, it remainstremendouslypopular.
Microsoft'sbundlingof IE with Windowsin the late
1990senabledt to decimateNetscapeNavigatorand
takea 94 percenshareof the Web browsermarket.
Today,though,severalstrong alternativesave
emergedjncluding Mozilla, NetscapeQDperaand
Safari,the last of which runsonly on theMac. My
personalfavorite,andthe onethat hasattractedthe
mostattention,is Firefox.
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Firefox (www.getfirefox.com) hassomegreat
featureghat significantlyimprovedmy Web-
browsingexperienceFirst andforemostis tabbed
browsing,which allowsyou toquickly switch
betweenmultiple Web sitesthat areopenat the same
time. Onceyou go tabbedyou nevergo back.

| alsolove Firefox'sextensionssmallplug-ins that
add functionalityto the browser.Someof these
include onesdesignedor ad-blocking, sharingyour
collection of bookmarkswith otherpeople,and
finding a definition for a word on apage.

Firefox'sLive Bookmarksfeatureallowsyou toview
RSSnewsandblog headlinedrom your bookmarks
toolbaror menu.If the precedingsentencealidn't
makeany sensdo you, don'tworry; you'rein the
majority.

RSSis away for Web sitesto quickly pushupdates
suchasbreakingnewsstoriesto people.Firefox can
alertyou whena pageoffersRSS,andif you choose
to do so,you canview its headlinesasbookmarks.

ConscientioudVeb developerdove Firefox because
it is compliantwith the standardshat makehe
Internetaccessibléo peoplerunningcomputerson
different platforms.Anyonewho hastried to makea
Web site that runson Internetexplorer,Netscapeand
Safariknowsaboutthe particulardifferencesbetween
them that catmakeyou wantto pull your hair out.

Firefox presents greatopportunityfor eachbrowser
to finally give up withits peculiarway of doing
things,andallow everyoneaccesgo seethe same
greatcontent,no mattemwhat browserthey'reusingor
if they'reon aMac, PCor Linux box.

ThesefeatureshaveallowedFirefox to take7.4
percentof the market-- no smallfeatin a category
that wasonceconsideredully monopolizedEven
thoughl think Firefox is great,| don'twantit to be
the only choicein town. Thereneeddo be a healthy
ecosystenof browsersAny softwarethat becomes
overwhelminglypopularmakesa greattargetfor
hackersand otherpeoplewith maliciousintent. If
everybodyusesFirefox, thenpeoplewill beginto
write spywareandadwarethat cancompromisat.
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If you like Firefox,you mightwantto consider
severalothergreatopensourceapplicationsall of
which arefree and serveasgreatalternativedo other
programsyou mightbe using.Checkout
www.sourceforge.net

Of coursefor the ultimatein securejunk-free
computing,I'd recommend/ou switchto the Mac.
But I'll savethat canof wormsfor a future column.
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