Google Maps offers creepy but cool Web tool
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Big Brotheris watchingyou.

OK, let metonethat downa bit. Althoughthe
Orwellian nightmareof a tyrannical,all-knowing
governmensupportedoy pervasivesurveillance
technologyhasn'tyet arrived,somethinghat looks

just a little bit like it wasrecentlyreleasedy Google.

You may know aboutGoogleMaps,which offersa
faster,betterlooking (andmuchcoolerunderthe-
hood technologicallyalternativeto mapanddriving
directionsWeb sitessuchasMapQuest.

Well, they uppedthe anteby addinga "satellite"view
to the service , which combinesoadwayinformation
with color satelliteimagerycapturedby recent
GoogleacquisitionKeyhole Corporation.

Don'tgetmewrong-- | think this is oneof the
coolestthingsl've everseenon thelnternet.it's just a
little creepy.

Wannase& Headoverto maps.google.com, then
click "Satellite"in the upperright-handcorner.The
traditionalU.S. mapwith statenamesandborderss
changedo a stunningpicture of whatour country
looks like from space Fromthere,you canpan
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aroundusingthe arrowson yourkeyboardor zoomin
usingtheslideron theleft.

That'sfine for a little while. But thingsreally get
interestingwhenyou starttyping specificcitiesor
evenaddressemto thetext box athetop of the

page.

Try "1600 PennsylvaniadAvenue,WashingtonD.C."
to start. The moreastuteamongyou will not be
surprisedo seesatelliteimageryof Presidentseorge
W. Bush'shouse with other(apparently
Photoshoppetbr nationalsecuritypurposeshational
landmarksin the samegeneralarea.

Think of it asyou watchingBig Brother.

If you'reanything like meyou'll immediatelystart
trying to find your childhood housethe Hollywood
sign, the GrandCanyonandso forth. Oddsareyou'll
havepretty good luckif you'repatientandfairly good
at orientingyourself. At first it's alittle weird to look
at traditionalbuildingsfrom a bird's eye view, but
you getusedto it pretty quickly.

You'll quickly noticethat someareaqStateCollege
amongthem)don'thaveparticularlyhigh-resolution
imageryavailable It seemdo be that areasvith
higherpopulationdensityhavemoredetailedphotos
available.Try typingin "New York, NY" if you don't
believeme.

In someplacesyou canseeindividual cars,trees,
evenairplanesYou'll neverseeindividual people,
and mostimagesareat leasta few monthsold, so
you don'treally needto worry aboutprivacy
violations.

Still, I haveto assumdhat defensagenciehave
muchbettersatellitesthat canzoomin muchfurther
thancanthe satellitesthat providethe publicly
availableGoogleMapsimages.

Google Sightseeingwww.shreddies.org/gmaps, has
a pretty decentlist of interestinglocationsyou can
look at, suchasthe CIA headquarters)Narner
BrothersStudiosandevenGoogle'scorporateoffices.
You canlook at stadiumssuchasthe onethe San
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Franciscod49ersplay at (which just happenedo have
a full parkinglot at thetime the photowastaken)and
evenVeteransStadiumin Philadelphiawvith a nascent
CitizensBankParknearby.

More disturbingly,you canevenview a shotof
Baghdadn April 2003 justasan Americanbomb
wasexploding there.

Onereally cool featureof GoogleMapsis that itcan
actuallyshowyou therouteyou needo takebetween
two placeswith a line on thesatelliteimagery.

I'm not sureif that'sentirelyusefulor not, butit's
pretty neatto geta new perspectiveon drivesyou
make.

Googleseemdo be releasingpretty amazing
technologieon afairly regularbasis - they makeit
look routine.At first, thetechnologiesnight not seem
to makemuchsenseput overtime a fuller strategy
becomeglear.For example whenyou searchor a
city in GoogleMaps,you canalsosearchwhite pages
information,which couldallow you tofind
restaurantsfor example.

I'm not suretherole that satellitamagesplay in the
overall Googlepicture (assuminghereis one),but I'd
love to hearyour takeon it.

Justdon'ttell meit's Googleplaying BigBrother.

RELATED LINKS

Each link opens in a new browser window.

® maps.google.com

e www.shreddies.org/gmaps

@ Send an

Opinion Letter to the Editor about this article.

http://www.collegian.psu.edu/archive/2005/04/04-26-05tdc/04-26-05dscihealth-column-01.asp

07/31/2006 02:09 AM

Page 3 of 4



Google Maps offers creepy but cool Web tool 07/31/2006 02:09 AM

g Print this page 4 E-mail this page

paid advertising

auto insurance mortgage refinance car insurance guotes

Accounting Schools & Degrees University of Phoenix Online VNUS Closure - Treatment of Varicose
Online Information Veins

Online Masters Degrees Colleges in Chicago Illinois Online MBA Programs

ADT Security Systems & Alarms  Motorcycle Mechanics Institute Culinary Schools & Culinary Colleges
Interior Design Schools & Colleges Online Masters Degree Programs Swimming Pool Contractors & Builders
Automotive Schools Fashion Design Schools Online Degrees & Colleges

Interior Design Schools

TOP HOME

NEWS SPORTS OPINIONS ARTS WEATHER CALENDAR
CLASSIFIEDS MAGAZINE SCI-HEALTH

Web Features About Us Contact Us Links Back Issues About RSS Feeds

Copyright © 2006 Collegian Inc.
Updated: 2005-4-26 15:02:47 -4
Requested: 2006-7-31 2:06:56 -4
Created: 2005-4-25 23:18:26 -4

http://www.collegian.psu.edu/archive/2005/04/04-26-05tdc/04-26-05dscihealth-column-01.asp Page 4 of 4



